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• Aristotle studied under the Greek philosopher 

Plato(427-347 B.C)

• Plato lived in a time of political decline and 

dissolution.

• Courage, heroism, magnificience were virtues prized 

highly by the Greeks.

• Value of decorum on art

• Epistles under his name were in the form of 

dialogues.



1. Art is essentially deceptive.

2. Art is mainly concerned with sensual pleasure.

3. Art is psychologically destabilizing

4. Art leads to immortality.

5. Art is politically dangerous.



1. Art is essentially deceptive.

2. Art is mainly concerned with sensual pleasure.

3. Art is psychologically destabilizing

4. Art leads to immortality.

5. Art is politically dangerous.

Aristotle(384-322 B.C)



Aristotle‘s Poetics

Defects

Greatness

Disproportionate handling

And Lyric poetry is ignored

Discards the oracle method

Comedy, epic and descriptive poetry are not dealt with

Concrete facts, genuine exploration of truth

All aspects-

Tragedy not touched upon

Poetry in relation to man

Psychological method

Telegraphic, concentrated

Historical method





Mimesis

Use of the word mimicry dates to 1637. It derives from the Greek term mimetikos, 

"imitative", in turn from mimetos, the verbal adjective of mimeisthai, "to imitate". 

Originally used to describe people, "mimetic" was used in zoology from 1851, 

"mimicry" from 1861.

Doctrine of Catharsis A Catharsis is an emotional discharge through which one 

can achieve a state of moral or spiritual renewal, or achieve a state of liberation 

from anxiety and stress. Catharsis is a Greek word meaning ―cleansing.‖ Negative 

emotions-Harmless, healthy way

https://literarydevices.net/moral/


nagnorisis it is a startling discovery, which brings a change from ignorance to knowledge recognizing his or her true nature.

anagnorisis it is a startling discovery, which brings a 

change from ignorance to knowledge recognizing his or 

her true nature.



t is discussed by Aristotle 

in the Poetics as the shift 

of the tragic protagonist's 

fortune from good to bad, 

which is essential to the 

plot of a tragedy.





Around the first century BC the centre of literary and cultural 

activity shifted from Alexandria to Rome. With the age of 

Augustus Caeser (31BC to AD 14), the golden period of poetry 

and criticism flourished.

It was an age of peace not war. So, men turned to literature to 

achieve distinction.

―Ars Poetica‖

.

It is considered as a great treatise on poetry. The main body of 

his theory is contained in the theory, a work which equaled

Aristotle‘s poetics in its influence during renaissance.

1. Poesis-subject matter

2. Poema-form

3. Poeta-poet

As a poet Horace himself, remarked that his poetry would 

outlast what the builders and soldiers had achieved. It would 

confer immortality on him.



ccording to him poetry is not mere imitation. It is a creative adaptation. The language 

of poetry is different from the language of the comman man.

―Language is a tree and words are leaves which wither every year and are 

succeeded by new ones‖.



Theory of Transport in On the Sublime

by Longinus (Greek Critic)—3rd Century A.D.)

Longinus introduced the concept of ‗sublimity‘. In this he 

states the primary characteristics of great writings. 

―Sublimity‖, he wrote, ―is the echo of a great soul‖.

According to him the sublime style is a blend of great 

conceptions, noble passions and elevated diction. This 

grand or elegant style reaches the heights of imagination 

and eloquence. There is a close connection between 

nobility of soul and grandeur of speech.

―Sublimity is the note which rings from a great mind‖ states 

Longinus.



Apologie for Poetry

Stephen Gosson published the school of abuse in 1578 

dedicating to Sydney.



―The Apology is not epoch –making but it is epoch marking‖

Common attack:

Poetry is mere rhyming and versifying

Reply:

It is a polish to speak

It regulates verbal harmony

It adds to poetry sensuousness and emotional quality of music.

It is an aid to memory.



ALEXANDER POPE

ESSAY ON CRITICISM
The essay has three main sections:

The first section deals with study of the classics to set benchmark for great literature

The second deals with the causes of erroneous critical practices.

The third section prescribes rules for critics derived from the great Greek and Roman 

masters of literary theory. For pope, the function of criticism is judging correctly.

A critic needs proper training to make right judgments.

Pope does not equate great literary merit with a slavish adherence to the rules of 

classics



JOHN DRYDEN WAS CALLED “THE FATHER OF ENGLISH CRITICISM”.

Despite the scattered nature of criticism , Dryden‘s Poesy 

covered every field of literary problem, and every aspect of 

literature ,drama, epic, tragedy, comedy, tragic-comedy, 

nature and function of poetry. Dryden wrote the essay on 

dramatic poesy to prove that English dramatists were in no 

way inferior to the French ones.



Preface to Shakespeare
Truth to Nature

His characters are not exaggerated. He has no heroes 

but only human beings.

Johnson‘s Defence of Tragi-comedy

In real life,there is a mingling of the good and evil,joys

and sorrows,tears and smiles.So mixing tragedy and 

comedy Shakespeare holds a mirror to life.

Shakespeare‘s comic genius

Comedy came natural to him in the language of real 

life.

Johnson‘s defence for Shakespeare‘s faults

Consistency and naturalness in character is important 

rather than subjecting to classical rules.

His plots are not loosely formed as it has a beginning, 

middle and end.

Spectators know that the stage is a stage and actors 

are actors and there is no absurdity in showing 

different actions in different places.

Unities are not essential for drama as it has nearness 

to life and nature



Preface to the Lyrical Ballads-William 

Wordsworth (1770-1850)

Poetry must be written in a selection 

of real language of men rather when 

in a state of emotional excitement.

His poems are of a new kind radically 

different from conventional kind and 

readers cannot expect conventional 

pleasure from his poems

He chooses the rustic language 

because when best objects are 

communicated in nature best 

language is derived which conveys 

one‘s feelings and emotions in a 

simple, unelaborated manner.

He has avoided the hackneyed 

devices of poetic diction used by 

contemporary poets.



BIOGRAPHIA LITERARIA

SAMUEL TAYLOR COLERIDGE (1772-1834)

Willing suspension of disbelief

Coleridge says that as long we read the poems of 

Wordsworth , there would be a willing suspension of 

disbelief and we would believe for the moment which is 

incredible and improbable.



Defence of poetry

P.B.Shelley

He argues that there are two modes of human understanding the rational and the 
imaginative. Of the two, he claims imagination has the greater value, as it is 
imagination and the ability to see connections beyond the rational that flow for 
empathy and moral growth .Shelley believes that it is human nature to draw 
parallels and find harmonies in the world and this connection of unconnected 
things is at the heart of all art and exists in its purest form as poetry.



Mathew Arnold 

The function of Criticism

Mathew Arnold is a Victorian poet 

and critic .

•The first modern critic.

•He can be called as the critics 

critic.

•The purpose of criticism according 

to him was to know the best that is 

known and thought in the world

•He calls poetry the breath and finer 

spirit of knowledge



Tradition and Individual Talent

•A dominant aspect of Modernism

•Greatness of a poet lies in his originality,individuality and difference from other poets.

•Even in the individual parts the dead poets and their immortality is asserted.

•Tradition is thus indispensable.

•It doesn’t mean stopping in the same place,



Eliot‘s Symbolism

An example in Tamil Cinema

Vikram Kumar‘s genius in 24 manifests in the form of the eagle that works the 

plot around. Probably to convey a deeper sense, the eagle symbolizes the 

destiny of Sethuraman, the scientist as it follows him throughout the time travel.



Keats's diction is highly connotative.

His writing style is characterized by sensual imagery and contains 

many poetic devices such as alliteration, personification, assonance, 

metaphors, and consonance.

All of these devices work together to create rhythm and music in his 

poems.

In the letters, he writes about beauty, the imagination, and the concept of 

―Negative Capability‖—―when man is capable of being in uncertainties, 

mysteries, doubts, without any irritable reaching after fact & 

reason.‖ Keats also addresses the merits of other poets, including Milton 

and Keat's contemporary writers like Wordsworth, and Shakespeare.



F.R.Leavis

The last but not least, F.R.Leavis is one of the 

Cambridge pioneers.

He too does not believe in abstract thoughts and looked 

for a order of literary appreciation like Arnold‘s Touchstone 

method.

.Unlike Arnold ,Leavis did not appreciate the attempt to 

promote literature or criticism on political grounds. Initially 

F.R.Leavis admired Eliot‘s poetry and critical work but later 

on greatly modified his views.

Life is ―felt experience ―according to Leavis.

He was extremely popular as he is the rebirth of Johnson 

and Arnold offering the former‘s moralism and the latter‘s 

socialism.

Leavis and Rene Welleck debated the relationship 

between literary criticism and philosophy in Leavis Journal 

―Scrutiny‖



Summing up of the Prescribed text

Rene Welleck‘s Remarks on F.R.Leavis

Practical Criticism

Theoritical Assumption

Revalutions

Leavis

Theoritical vacuum Explicit rather than Implic



I.A.RICHARDS

Pioneer of the decontextualized approach to 

literaturewhich became the norm in Britain from 1930‘s 

to 1970‘s as Practical criticism and in America as ―New 

Criticism‖

Richardian Moment-Presenting students with 

unannotated and anonymous poems for analysis.



Liberal humanism-1930‘s -1950‘s

Peter Barry in his beginning theary clearly states that this Leavistic approach focuses 

on the conflict of values in the story between art and life.

Edgar Allan Poe‘s tale ―The Oval Portrait‖-(e.g Feeding vampire)

Art for Art‘s sake

New Criticism- Cambridge Professors –F.R.Leavis ,I.A.Richards,William

Empson,Alla Tate,Penn Warren,Cleanth Brookes ,JC Ransom



Some recurrent ideas in critical theory

Common bedrock-different approaches with separate theory and history

Essentialism-actually fluid and unstable

No fixed truth

Theories express themselves as anti-essentialist.

Introducing relativism

Language as such is reader‘s contribution to bring into being.

Meanings in literary work-mutifaceted and ambiguous




