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UNIVERSITY OF MADRAS 

B.A. DEGREE COURSE IN CRIMINOLOGY AND POLICE ADMINISTRATION 

(with effect from the academic year 2020 – 2021) 

1. PREAMBLE 

Education in India has always been given importance. The need to continuously improve the 

quality of the education system, in keeping with globalization and modern technological 

trends, is high on India’s development agenda. Imparting quality higher education is of prime 

concern for educationalists, visionaries and policymakers. An improvement in the quality of 

higher education is critical in bringing about the effective participation of young people in the 

development of knowledge by building an inter-medial knowledge base. Additionally, 

revamping national competitiveness in a globalized world and equipping India’s young with 

relevant skills, opportunities and fostering social mobility play a crucial role in the country’s 

economic development.  

Sustained initiatives are required to institutionalize an outcome-oriented higher education 

system and boost the employability of graduates through a holistic curriculum redesign that is 

founded on a learning outcomes-based curriculum framework. A comprehensive upgrade of 

academic resources and learning environment will raise the quality of teaching and research 

across all higher education institutions. This, coupled with the use of technology integrated 

with analytical skills will improve the teaching-learning processes, thereby reaching a larger 

body of students through alternative learning modes such as open and distance learning 

modes and online courses.  

Other priority areas of action for fostering quality higher education include translation of 

academic research into innovations that will enhance the growth and progress of the 

economy, promoting efficient and transparent governance and management of the higher 

education system. Thus, augmenting the capacity of the higher education system to govern 

itself through coordinated regulatory reform and increasing both public and private sector 

investment in higher education, with special emphasis on targeted and effective equity-related 

initiatives. 

In this context, the syllabus for Bachelor’s Degree in Criminology has been prepared by the 

members of the Board of Studies in Criminology, University of Madras.  

2. NATURE OF THE PROGRAMME 

Criminology is the scientific study of the processes of the making of laws, breaking of laws 

and the reactions towards the breaking of laws. The scope of Criminology includes etiology 

of crime and criminal behaviour, prevention of crime, treatment of offenders, victimology 
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and related areas. The advent of technology and research development has led to a paradigm 

shift in Criminology, as a subject, from traditional concepts to contemporary and multi-

disciplinary areas such as juvenile justice, human rights, victim justice, cyber forensics etc. 

As part of the efforts to improve the employability of Criminology graduates, the curriculum 

of the under graduate programme in Criminology provides for a holistic learning approach, 

that includes learning through lectures, tutorials and practicum.  

Criminology by itself is an interdisciplinary subject that cannot be taught as a standalone 

branch of knowledge. Studying crime and criminal behaviour is complemented by learning 

related subjects such as criminal justice, juvenile justice, victimology, theories of crime, 

contemporary crimes, police administration, penology, research methods and security 

management. Subjects such as environmental crime, cybercrime and counselling and 

guidance are generic and interdisciplinary in nature. Hence, the curriculum offers these 

subjects as Interdisciplinary Electives to students of other disciplines. Teaching a wide range 

of subjects in the under graduate programme, will not only help the graduates of Criminology 

have a broader perspective but will also give them the added advantage in their employability 

prospects. 

3. PROGRAMME LEARNING OUTCOMES (PLO) 

PLO-1: Demonstrate (i) a systematic or coherent understanding of the fundamental concepts, 

principles and processes underlying the academic field of Criminology and its different 

subfields (law, policing, penology, human rights, victimology, criminal psychology, security 

management and others as needed), and its linkages with related disciplinary areas/subjects; 

(ii) procedural knowledge that creates different types of professionals in the field of 

Criminology and related fields such as teaching, research and development, security services 

industry, victim assistance, non-governmental organizations, juvenile justice system, 

correctional system, policing, and crime analyst; (iii) skills related to specialization areas 

within Criminology as well as within subfields of Criminology (policing, penology, 

victimology, criminal psychology, security management), and other related fields of study, 

including broader interdisciplinary subfields (forensic science, human rights, gender studies, 

sociology and law). 

PLO-2: Apply appropriate methodologies in order to conduct analysis and detect patterns of 

crime and victimization and apply relevant knowledge and skills to seek solutions to 

problems that emerge from the subfields of Criminology as well as from broader 

interdisciplinary subfields relating to Criminology. 

PLO-3: Use techniques relevant to academia and industry, generic skills and global 

competencies, including knowledge and skills that enable graduates of Criminology to 
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undertake further studies in Criminology or a related field, and work in the government and 

non-government sectors. 

PLO-4: Undertake field work and practical activities that develop problem-solving abilities 

required for a successful career in research and development, teaching, policy-making, 

security services management, private investigation, disaster management, non-governmental 

organizations, victim assistance programmes, correctional institutions, after-care 

programmes, criminal justice administration, etc. 

PLO-5: Recognize and appreciate the importance of Criminology and its application in an 

academic, social, legal, industrial, economic and environmental context. 

4. AIM OF THE PROGRAMME 

 Provide students with a learning experience that will help instill a deep interest in the 

subject; develop a broad and balanced knowledge base and an understanding of key 

criminological concepts, principles and theories; and equip students with the 

appropriate tools of analysis to tackle problems in the field. 

 Develop students’ ability to understand the various forms of conventional and 

emerging forms of crimes; the approaches required to handle relational criminal 

behaviour; and to draw appropriate inferences from them. 

 Provide students with the knowledge and skillset that would enable them to undertake 

further studies in Criminology and related areas or in multi-disciplinary areas.  

5. GRADUATE ATTRIBUTES 

 Disciplinary knowledge and skills: Capable of demonstrating (i) comprehensive 

knowledge and understanding of major concepts, theoretical principles and 

experimental findings in Criminology and its different subfields (penology, criminal 

psychology, victimology), and other related fields of study, including broader 

interdisciplinary subfields such as law, human rights and cybercrime. 

 Skilled communicator: Ability to understand and reciprocate the criminological 

concepts and issues through effective writing and oral skills. 

 Critical thinker and problem solver: Ability to employ critical thinking and efficient 

problem-solving skills in analyzing criminal behaviour, crime patterns, social 

problems, patterns of victimization, policymaking, etc. 

 Team player/worker: Capable of working cohesively in groups or as a team in both 

classroom and field-based contexts. 
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 Skilled project manager: Capable of identifying and mobilizing appropriate resources 

required for a project; manage a project through to completion, while observing a 

responsible and ethical code of conduct. 

 Digitally literate: Capable of using computers for data computation and appropriate 

software for analysis, employing modern search tools to locate, retrieve and evaluate 

information related to Criminology and the various subfields. 

 Ethical awareness/reasoning: Avoiding unethical behaviour such as fabrication, 

falsification or misrepresentation of data or committing plagiarism. 

 Lifelong learners: Capable of self-paced and self-directed learning aimed at personal 

development to improve knowledge/skill development and reskilling. 

 Analytical reasoning: Ability to analyze and synthesize data from different sources of 

crime reporting, victimization surveys, or studies by organizations; identify lacunae in 

the existing policies or research, drawing valid conclusions and supporting them with 

evidence and relevant examples. 

 Research-related skills: Possess a sense of pattern recognition, and skill for 

identifying problems, synthesizing and conducting inquiry. Ability to recognize 

factors responsible for causing crime or impact of victimization or prevention 

strategies and articulate them in the results of a study. 

 Multicultural competence: Possess knowledge of values and beliefs of multiple 

cultures to understand crimes against women, children and other vulnerable groups; 

augment with global perspectives and have the ability to respectfully engage with 

diverse groups. 
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3. Course Structures: 

SEMESTER I  

 

SUBJECTS 

In
st

r.
H
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. 

C
re

d
it

 

Max Marks 

COURSE 

COMPONENT 

In
t.

 

E
x
t.

  

T
o
ta

l 

Part I Paper – I  Languages 6 3 25 75 100 

Part II Paper – I    BP2-ENG01- Communicative English I 3 3 50 50 100 

Part III Core – I   BCP-DSC01-Fundamentals of Criminology 6 4 25 75 100 

Core – II    BCP-DSC02-Criminal Justice System 6 4 25 75 100 

Allied – I  BCP-DSA-01-Society and Social Problems 5 5 25 75 100 

Part IV Basic Tamil/Adv. Tamil/ NME@ - 2 25 75 100 

 BP4-EASS01-English for Arts and Social Sciences I   4 4 50 50 100 

@NME: Choose any one of the Paper from the other Department 

SEMESTER II 
 

 

SUBJECTS 

In
st

r.
H

rs
. 

C
re

d
it

 

Max 

Marks 

COURSE 

COMPONENT In
t.

 

E
x
t.

  

T
o
ta

l 

Part I Paper – II  Language 6 3 25 75 100 

Part II Paper – II  BP2-ENG02- Communicative English II  3 3 50 50 100 

Part III Core – III   BCP-DSC03-Major Laws (Indian Penal Code, 

Code of Criminal Procedure, Indian Evidence 

Act and Special & Local Laws) 

6 4 25 75 100 

Core – IV  BCP-DSC04-Psychology of Crime and 

Delinquency 
6 4 25 75 100 

Allied – II  BCP-DSA02-Abnormal Psychology 5 5 25 75 100 

Part IV 
Basic Tamil/Adv. Tamil./ NME@ - 2 25 75 100 

BP4-EASS02-English for Arts and Social Sciences II  4 4 50 50 100 

@NME: Choose any one of the Paper from the other Department 

SEMESTER III 
 

 

SUBJECTS 

In
st

r.
H

rs
. 

C
re

d
it

 

Max 

Marks 

COURSE 

COMPONENT In
t.

 

E
x
t.

  

T
o
ta

l 

Part I Paper-III  Language 6 3 25 75 100 

Part II Paper -III  BP2-ENG03-Language Through 

Literature- I 
6 3 50 50 100 

Part III Core – V  BCP-DSC05-Police Administration and 

Police Station Management 
6 4 25 75 100 

Core – VI  BCP-DSC06-Introduction to Human Rights 6 4 25 75 100 

Allied–III  BCP-DSA03-Community Policing  6 5 25 75 100 

Part IV 

Environmental Studies  
 

Examination will 

be held in IV Sem. 

Soft skills  - 3 50 50 100 
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SEMESTER IV  

 

SUBJECTS 

In
st

r.
H

rs
. 

C
re

d
it

 

Max Marks 

COURSE 

COMPONENT In
t.

 

E
x
t.

  

T
o
ta

l 

Part I Paper-IV  Language 6 3 25 75 100 

Part II Paper -IV  BP2-ENG04-Language Through 

Literature- II 
6 3 50 50 100 

Part III Core – VII  BCP-DSC07-Introduction to Forensic Science 5 4 25 75 100 

Core– VIII  BCP-DSC08-Contemporary Forms of Crime 5 4 25 75 100 

Core – IX  BCP-DSC09-Comparative Studies in Crime 

and Criminal Justice 
5 4 25 75 100 

Allied– IV  BCP-DSC04-Crowd Control and Riot 

Management 
5 5 25 75 100 

Part IV 
Environmental Studies   2 25 75 100 

Soft skills - 3 50 50 100 

 

 

SEMESTER V  

 

SUBJECTS 
In

st
r.

H
rs

. 

C
re

d
it

 

Max Marks 

COURSE 

COMPONENT In
t.

 

E
x
t.

  

T
o
ta

l 

Part-III Core – X  BCP-DSC10-Basics of Research Methods, 

Statistics and Computer Application 
5 4 25 75 100 

Core – XI  BCP-DSC11-Penology and Correctional 

Administration 
5 4 25 75 100 

Core – XII  BCP-DSC12-Juvenile Justice 6 4 25 75 100 

Elective–I  BCP-DSE01-Environmental Crime 6 5 25 75 100 

Elective–II BCP-DSE02-Cyber Crime 6 5 25 75 100 

Part-IV Value Education 2 2 25 75 100 

 

 

SEMESTER VI  

 

SUBJECTS 

In
st

r.
H

rs
. 

C
re

d
it

 

Max Marks 

COURSE 

COMPONENT In
t.

 

E
x
t.

  

T
o
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l 

Part-III Core –XIII  BCP-DSC13-Private Detective and Security 

Management 
6 4 25 75 100 

Core–XIV  BCP-DSC14-Victimology 6 4 25 75 100 

Core–XV  BCP-DSC15-Dissertation 6 4 25 75 100 

Elective–III BCP-DSE03-Counselling and Guidance 6 5 25 75 100 

Part-V Extension Activities  1    

 


